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PRODUCTION LINE WITH NO HUMANS  ARTICLES DISCUSSED: 

There are new innovations in 
science every day, and both "Running 
is Always Blind" and "Can the 
Computers at Narrative Science 
Replace Paid Writers?" share some 
new innovations and discuss if we 
should be scared of new 
technology.  "Running is Always 
Blind" by Sam Schramski explores 
how humans and animals run, and 
how it may be applied to 
programming robots to be better 
runners.  Although it focuses on how 
incredible the way people run is, it 
also mentions the possibility of 
robots surpassing human's running 
ability, and whether or not we should 
worry about more powerful robots. 

  "Can the Computers at 
Narrative Science Replace Paid 
Writers?" by Joe Fassler investigates 
Narrative Science's new software 

that can scan a data set and write an 
article about the data.  This new 
technology has the potential to write 
articles that are just as good and 
maybe even better than articles 
written by humans; this raises a 
question, “should humans be scared 
that this software could make human 
writers obsolete and leave them 
unemployed?” 
  Could this also be the start to 
even smarter artificial intelligence 
that surpasses humans, and would 
that be dangerous? This fear instilled 
by the articles and authors helps 
people think critically about the 
implications of scientific research 
and be cautious about how it is 
applied to new innovations. 
 

 

Can the Computers at Narrative 
Science Replace Paid Writers? 
In Chicago, Narrative Science has programmed 
computers to be able to write articles that are 
entertaining to read and take much less effort than it 
requires for a typical journalist. Should we be scared for 
the fate of the human writer?  

 

Running is Always Blind 
Scott Jurek is an ultrarunner. He runs unfathomable 
distances and for now he runs better than robots; 
however, that is changing. Every day, robots get closer 
and closer to surpassing human’s capabilities. Should we 
create robots that are more powerful than us? 

How Fear Causes Critical 
Thinking 

by Jonathan Shearer and Grant Rohlfing 
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Humans are amazing 
creatures able to do amazing things 
such as complex thinking and even 
activities that seem extremely simple 
like running.  However, underneath 
the surface, even running is a very 
difficult and complex task that 
requires a person's subconscious, 
which is one of many reasons that 
life is so special.  Robots do not have 
this subconscious, which has made it 
difficult to program robots to run, 
but this situation is addressed in 
"Running is Always Blind" by Sam 
Schramski.  Robots have neither a 
conscious or a subconscious to help 
them run the same way that humans 
do, but "Running is Always Blind" 
discusses how new research about 
how humans and birds run could be 
applied to robots in order to program 
them to run like humans do.  

The article begins with an 
anecdote about Scott Jurek, a 
phenomenal trail runner, which 
eases the reader into the topic of 
running and gets them interested 
before it moves on to focus on the 
science of running. This does a great 
job of sparking the reader's interest 
especially if they are not very 
interested in the science, but they 
enjoy running or spending time in 
nature.  This story about Scott Jurek 
also describes one way how robots 
may become even better runners 
than humans, " Your body can 
accomplish a lot, but at the end of 
the day—like those days where I’d be 
running for hours on the AT—
sometimes you just start stumbling 
and giving in.'" Robots do not have 
the issue of exhaustion to overcome; 
they can continue running without 
getting exhausted like a human or 
animal would.  Humans are capable 

of accomplishing amazing feats like 
running at 28 mph or climbing Mount 
Everest, but we still get 
exhausted. Robots, on the other 
hand, are designed from metal and 
lack the imperfections that exist in 
humans. Robots are stronger, faster, 
smarter, and can do the work of 
several humans. There is no doubt 
that robots are more skilled in 
certain areas, so it is important to 
wonder, 

“Should robots that 
do these incredible 
tasks without 
exhausting scare us?” 

The author of the article, 
Sam Schramski, also mentions in his 
description that although he might 
be a good runner, robots may 
surpass his running ability soon, "He 
has yet to win a 100 miler but won’t 
give up until robots start finishing 
ahead of him."  Running a 100 miler 
is not an easy task, and since he is 
working toward that goal, Schramski 
must be a pretty good runner. It 
would take some very advanced 
robots to finish a race before him, 
yet that technology will soon 
exist.  This creates some fear of these 
superior robots and makes us 
question if it is a good idea to make 
robots that could be faster, stronger, 
or smarter than humans.  Whether 
people think it is correct to create 
robots that are more intelligent or 
physically capable than humans or 
not, it is at least important that 
people think critically about this 
potential issue, and fear helps us do 
that.  

  
 

 

JURASSIC PARK EXAMPLE 

 

“Your scientists were 
so preoccupied with 
whether or not they 
could, they didn’t 
stop to think if they 
should.” 
 
-Jurassic Park (1993) 

 

  

Fear Makes Us Think Ahead 
This example comes straight from the Steven 
Spielberg classic film, Jurassic Park. In the 
film, scientists exploit the benefits of 
technology to the extreme.  Scientists 
discover that they can create dinosaurs using 
genetic modification. They kept these 
dinosaurs in a park and never stopped to 
question if what they were doing was good 
for science. The scientists never questioned 
the effects this technology might have on the 
entire world.  

The scientists were in awe of the amazing 
technology and never feared it. If the 
scientists would have been afraid of this 
technology, then they would have stopped 
and became concerned over safety. The 
scientists in Jurassic Park were not safe 
because they were not fearful. Fearful people 
are very successful at thinking ahead at the 
future and effects of certain decisions. Fear 
improves decision making.  

Can Robots Surpass Humans? 
Evaluation of: “Running is Always Blind” by Sam Schramski 



      ROBOT TAKEOVER- A VALID FEAR? | VALUE 3 

 

 

Similar advances in 
technology could make a career in 
journalism that we are so familiar 
with soon be non-existent. A 
company called Narrative Science 
has recently developed technology 
which has given robots the power 
and ability to write articles that are 
quickly surpassing the form of writing 
we are so familiar with- human 
writing. There has been a stir in the 
public; citizens are scared. While 
movies about robot takeover are 
typically sci-fi, it is a valid fear. 
Innovation advances quickly with the 
effect of the applied science rarely 
being questioned. If scientists have 
the ability to create new technology, 
then it will be done. Rarely is 
consideration put into what the 
effects of that technology will be on 
society. Progress and innovation are 
both great for economies, science, 
and society, but it cannot be done 
blindly. Humans need to think 
critically on what the implications of 
new technology will be. 

Fear is a cause for 
critical thinking. 

 The order of events is 
logical; the technology is created, 
people fear for jobs, and then this 
fear makes them question the effects 
of this technology. The article “Can 
the Computers at Narrative Science 
Replace Paid Writers?” is a perfect 
example of fear causing critical 
thinking and the evaluation of the 
effects technology can have on 
society. 
            Joe Fassler, the writer of this 
article, saw a fear in the public and 
decided that it was necessary to be 
addressed. He saw people curious 
about this technology and people 
hesitant to fully trust it. He saw 
people of society have the rational 

fear that jobs will be lost to robots. 
So, Joe Fassler addressed this and 
answered societies pressing 
questions on this topic. In the 
opening paragraph of his article, Joe 
Fassler summed up the issue 
incredibly well, “They do it better 
most of the time, and with much less 
effort.” Here, Fassler acknowledges 
the fear of the people and where the 
fear spawns from. Robots are 
capable of outperforming humans 
and this causes fear.  

Fassler then explains the 
history of the technology behind it 
all- that it originated in Chicago and 
was originally used to write sports 
articles. He offered a brief run-
through of the company, but quickly 
moved forward to answer questions 
and address concerns. In his 
statement, 

 “Narrative Science, 
with its ability to 
generate reams of 
cheap, instantaneous 
content— 
Is going to make 
human writers 
obsolete,” 

 Fassler addresses the effects 
of this technology. People fear that 
human talent will soon be irrelevant 
in the world of journalism. When a 
serious fear such as the fear for jobs 
is present, it needs to be addressed. 
Technology should be trusted, but 
like all things, it should not be 
trusted blindly. Joe Fassler’s article is 
an amazing example of why fear is 
necessary for critical thinking. 
            
 

 

Humans Despise the Word “Fear” 
While we usually do not like to be scared, it 
can be good for us.  We have evolved to have 
a response of fear to potential dangers 
because it has kept people alive.  Some 
people are afraid of heights, snakes, or 
spiders because they all pose a potential 
threat. Being scared of these threats helps 
keep people away from them and out of a 
dangerous situation.  
 

 

 Being Fearful Means Being 
Cautious 

This fear can carry over to the technology 
that we create.  Being scared of potentially 
dangerous technology can allow us to be 
cautious about how we use our research and 
knowledge to keep us from creating 
dangerous inventions.  

 
 
Both "Running is Always Blind" and "Can the 
Computers at Narrative Science Replace Paid 
Writers?" are online articles that utilize their 
genre to improve the argument. Both articles 
used quotations and other sources to 
improve their argument, while "Running is 
Always Blind" takes advantage of pictures 
and videos more often.  This style choice is 
appropriate for "Running is Always Blind" 
since running and robotics are very photo-
friendly concepts. However, the article on 
Narrative Science is about computer software 
which is difficult to capture with 
photography. Narrative science only included 
a single picture of a person on a computer, 
but compensated for its lack of photos with 
phenomenal writing skills and separated 
sections. 

 

Losing Jobs to Robots 
Evaluation of: “Can the Computers at Narrative Science Replace Paid Writers?” by Joe Fassler 
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To assure the readers that 

this technology is trustworthy and 
that the negative effects of it will not 
outweigh the benefits, Joe Fassler 
interviewed Kris Hammond, the co-
founder of Narrative Science. Fassler 
and Hammond discussed the rise of 
the meta-journalist and the idea that 
the humans will work with the 
computers. 

 A common fear and 
misconception upon learning of this 
technology is to believe that the 
computers will overpower the 
journalist. In reality, that is not the 
case. The computers of Narrative 
Science are incredible and offer 
assistance to humans who want to 
write on material that has never 
been covered. These computers are 
incredible at processing data and are 
fantastic assistants at helping 
writers, not taking the jobs of the 
writers. Joe Fassler makes an 
interesting point that shows that this 
technology is not out of control: “His 
work has long been a collaboration 
between computer scientists and 
journalists.” While people fear this 
computer will take writers’ jobs, the 
co-founder of the company wants 
people to know that it is actually 
assisting them and offering more 
jobs. Narrative Science’s technology 
is not a replacement for writers, it is 
a supplement for them. 

The leaders of 
Narrative Science see 
these fears and 
address them.  

Narrative Science needs 
journalists to assist in the writing 
process and journalists to help the 
computers. Computers give 

journalists the ability to reach 
previously unreachable subjects. 
While it is a rational fear to believe 
that computers will overtake 
humans, this fear is being 

addressed and causing the leaders of 
this company to think critically about 
their technology.  This can ensure 
that these new innovations do not 
overpower humanity. 
 This fear of technology has 
forced scientists to analyze the 
technology they are using. People 
were worried about the fate of the 
human writer, yet Fassler has proved 
time and time again that the job title 
of journalist will be here for years to 
come. Journalists do not need to fear 
for their jobs, rather they need to be 
prepared to adjust the way they 
work. People’s fears can be put to 
rest.  

Thanks to people 
fearing, this 
technology and its 
effects on society 
have been examined. 
         Without this fear causing people 
to step back and look at the big 
picture, who is going to stop a 
company that is employing a new 
technology that endangers people or 
their jobs? What if in ten years, 
Narrative Science’s computers have 
evolved and can overtake the jobs of 
writers completely and make them 
obsolete?  Without fear, humans 
would never stop to look at the big 
picture. Without fear, concerns for 
safety during the invention of new 
technology would never arise. 
Without fear, there is no concern, 
and without concern, people will 
blindly follow the human race into 
destruction.  
 

Fear is Necessary 
and Good. 

Just like fear can protect us 
from dangers in our natural world, 
fear can also protect us from our 
own inventions. The only way to 
prevent a future-disaster is by 
planning ahead. If we never think 
about the negative effects that 
technology will have on our world 
and the potential disasters it could 
cause, then we will never be able to 
prevent them. Without fear, we will 
blindly continue innovating without 
thinking critically about the potential 
outcomes and ramifications of new 
technologies. 

A great example of this is 
Genetically Modified Organisms 
effects on nature. Upon discovery, 
scientists wanted to innovate this 
technology immediately, but people 
were worried about the effects these 
organisms might have on nature. This 
worry that they had made them stop 
to question what effects these 
animals would have on society. It 
turns out that this decision saved 
countless lives of both animals and 
humans. It sounds extreme, but it is 
very true: 

Fear saves lives. 

Now humans have come up 
with new technology that poses even 
greater potential threats including 
faster bipedal robots discussed in 
"Running is Always Blind" or more 
intelligent computer that can write 
its own articles discussed in "Can the 
Computers at Narrative Science 
Replace Paid Writers."  As human 
knowledge expands and people 
come up with even more amazing 
technology, there will be even more 
potentially dangerous inventions, 
which makes critically thinking about 
how humans innovate and use new 
technology even more 
important.  This makes fear an 
extremely important tool to help 
humans think critically about our 
technology and its potential dangers. 
 

Losing Jobs to Robots 
(Cont.) 
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